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Albert Camus was a French philosopher and a journalist. His ideas played a significant part in the intensification of the philosophy commonly referred to as absurdism. In his most famous novel, The Stranger displays the cold-hearted regime of French rule in the way they treated Arab natives of Algeria, racially discriminatory and their selfish view towards Arabs as just human subjects who should be exploited by the French government. The idea of existentialism has been entirely employed in the in his literary work. Existentialism stresses several points. They include freedom of human to choose and the choices that a person makes should not depend on the consent of other people or any set of standards but on themselves (Crowell 218). In addition, the theme of absurdism has been used to portray Mersault’s understanding of the worthless of human life.
Both this two theme have helped in portraying the brutality, and lack of humanity in the French colons, in particular, is Meursault who behave ridiculously and violently toward the Arabs who are depicted as tolerant, peaceful persons. The Stranger can be viewed as criticism of France's harsh laws that subjected the Arabs to the oppression. Camus points out that the court of Algeria sentences Meursault to death for his failure to mourn in his mother’s funeral and not because of the murder he committed. It is also funny that during the course of the court trial there was no mention of the Arabs who were murdered (Crowell 219).  Later, when Meursault is waiting for his execution, he engages into a debate with chaplain whose aim is to transform him to Christianity “I explained to him that I wasn’t desperate. I was just afraid, which was only natural.” (Viggiani 182). He does not want God, but he wanted to trust his certainty of life even though the truth was that death awaited him (Viggiani 183).
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